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Who doesn’t want family and friends? God has put that desire withonhes/e both. God is a
Father, a heavenly Father, and has a family of His own and has popédis His friend. The
true God wants us to know how to be adopted into His family and how to hiawvesfep with
Him and with the others in His family.

It begins with a messenger introducing us to the Lamb of God who takgslasvsin of the
world. Why? Because we need to meet the Lamb in order to fiogvitlp in the family of
God the Father.

John the Baptist was baptizing folks with a baptism of repentance suddenly Jesus appears
before him and John says, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away tifetsnworld.”

John says that this person approaching was “before him.” What did h@ nleaus was
physically born after John the Baptist. So how was Jesus “befor@ him”

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the WordoglasTGe same
was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him, and witHontwas not any
thing made that was made. In Him was life; and the lifethedsight of people.The light shines
in the darkness; and the darkness does not comprehend it...And the Word wéleshaded
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begottenfedther, full of
grace and truth. (from John 1:1-14)

Before there was any beginning, the Word had been, and the Word has Ibe@odyiface to
face, and God had been the Word. And the Word became flesh and damdf asnAt a
particular time Jesus Christ became that which He was ndtefore, a physical beingJesus is
a divine person with a divine nature who took on a human nature in a human body.

John says, pay attention, look! Here comes the Lamb of God! ke Ward, the Creator now
to be Redeemer. There is life in Him, grace and truth.skeei Incarnate Word, God in flesh.

And Jesus, the Messiah, the only Mediator between God and man, ha® ceukare to us the
Father, to show us the Fath&s John the Baptist bears witness of the Lamb of God, s«
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Jesus, the Lamb, bears witness of the Father. Jesus has-émipence. He is the Son of God, God the Son.
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Jesus takes away the sin of the woddsus is come
the Passover lamb. This Lamb of God was provided by God as an offeremydained before the foundation of the
world, before anything was created. (1 Peter 1:18-20) Jesusagtnike nature of a Lamb. He has come to give
new life, new creation, through offerintipe offering of Himself as a sacrifice for sin. The offgrJesus makes has
power to remove every kind of sin: sin, iniquity, lawlessness, unrightessislawbreaking, covenant-breaking,
treachery, treason, fear, doubt, failure, unbelief, side siipsg¢iression.

Being the Lamb refers to Jesus being the only acceptable offerisig ftihe only way to have the guilt of sin removed
and God’s wrath and justice satisfied. Jesus is the lamb $aughter, the servant of the Lord, the lamb of daily
sacrifices, the scapegoat, the lamb triumphant. There is ptidanthrough the Blood. There is reconciliation. Satan
is defeated at/by the Cross. The atoning sacrifice of Jesusithie iis completely adequate to accomplish all that is
necessary and sufficient for salvation. And salvation is about gettokgtt®ghe Father.

What must we do? We must meet the Lamb! If we do, weindlthat we will have fellowship with the Lamb from
day one. We will follow the Lamb and find out that before we know Hiehas known us. (John 1:35-42, 47-49)
When we ask Him, where do you hang out, where do you live, where araymgstHe will answer us, Come and
see. (John 1:13, 39)

Jesus is the love of God offered to us. He is the light of Godiferaf God. Condemnation is not first; fellowship is
first.

When people come, we greet them and introduce them to the Lamb ofeGasl Christ. We want them to meet the
Lamb just as we have met the Lamb. We are messengaranessage is not that mother church saves or that a
can save himself or that angels save or that someone can be savegibyg keset of rituals and religious duties; our
message is that a person must receive Jesus, the Lamb oft @aabt enough to accept Jesus; we must receive Him
into our hearts and lives. God accepts the believer, in Chobn (112, 13; Ephesians 1:4-6)

People who love darkness shun fellowship; they stay away. They do nobwanté to the light. They fear exposure
of their evil. When the light appears, darkness is chased awapanotstay. Jesus is that light. (John 3:16-21)

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have |ooked
upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear
witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) that which we
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that you also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship iswith
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ; and these things write we unto you, that you joy may be full. 1 John 1:1-4
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HELLO!

My name is

Just as we have fellowship from day one of meeting the Lamb, sovalsxeive a new name. The first Adam named
things in the creation. The Last Adam is Jesus, the Fedemdldde@ new creation, a new human race. He also nam
and He gives us a new name and a new identity, a new future ahdpealRomans 5:17ff; Romans 8:29, 30; John
1:42, Acts 9, e.g.; Ephesians 2:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17)

Just as God the Son, the Word, entered into the world and bame something He was not before, by the will of
God, so also those who believe and receive Him enter into tkiegdom of God and become something they were
not before, by the will of God. God does in them a creatiwgork. They are born out of God and receive a new
name.

Simon received aew name: Peter, meaning ‘stone’. Peter likewise received hi:xaave. The changing of his name
implied that his entire nature would now be conformed to what was forekiooim: a ‘stone’Encounters regardir
rocks and stones became part of Peter’s life from that timesome see in the letters he wrote. (Matt 16:18; 1 Peter
2:4-8)

Jesus shows us who we really are. He knew us and He knows ksowewho we are inside and out. He knows all
about us. He knows who God wants us to become.

We find our new name, our new identity as we follow the Lampas we live “in the Name” of Jesus.

God’s life has been given in offering, the offering up to God of Jedeas’Jesus offered up His life to God as a
sacrifice for sin. From the cross, He cried, Father, forthieen for they know not what they do. (Luke 23:34)

People are not basically good. Jesus Himself said that thewaesgood but God. The divine life of Jesus Christ has

been given in offering, the only offering God accepts for one to have féllpwsth the Father and with others in
Christ. (Matthew 19:16-26; Romans 3:23)
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Forgiveness
Sets You Free!

The forgiveness of God opens the door for those who receive Christ, wheeréellowship with the Lamb, who
receive forgiveness and forgive others as Christ has forgiven thenreaioe their new name and new identit
new future and real hope-orgiveness opens the door for God to do something new, for a new creatike w
something new in quality, new in kind.

Even as believers, forgiving those who have offended us, who have wronged hsweh@armed us...asking God to
forgive us for offending Him, for wronging Him, for harming Him, for thimgiwrong things about Him, for refusing
His love and despising His love...opens the door for God to do a new ciativén our lives as He grants us
repentance and faith.

God wants to give life, to bless, to bring His power into your IHe.is merciful but He is also just; He will by no
means clear the guilty. Only the Blood of Jesus the Lamb canfatosia and remove it. Only the Lamb of God can
satisfy divine justice and justify the unholy. Only Jesus can save amndeal@ creative work in our lives.

We must find the Lamb, meet the Lamb, enter into fellowship theéH_amb, follow the Lamb, and become of the
Lamb. In so doing we will find life and the light and love of God; wiefimd a forever family and forever friends.

© 2012 Mary Craig Ministries, Inc.
Www.marycraig.org

8/2/2012



Page 5 of 5

MESSAGE TO ST

8/2/2012



