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Some years back | determined to take each person in my family andarhsikef 20 things for
which | thanked God about them. This was easier for some than othdesit, at the time, |
was having difficulty being thankful for my father and how | was raist, Yet | set myself to
the task and through it God showed me how he had used my upbringing to iristis@pline,
a strong work ethic, perseverance, a solution-oriented outlook, and dd‘tatiitude toward
life. When | gave the list of my 20 things to my father on Thanksgiving Day thgthe&oked
at it, read it, and put it in his pocket. He didn’'t say anything; koeilv he appreciated it
because he kept it. God did a work through this, both in me and in my. father

So | am saddened by the trend today in our culture. Many move right frorodledrations of
Halloween or compromise with it to preparing for Christmélse stores around me have already
decorated for Christmas and are out to get the profits from the biggasy day of the year.

With Halloween being second, | suppose it is to keep that spending adimg. Thanksgiving

is more and more a bump in the road, and more about food and football (anfhoklyyand
friends) than about giving thanks to God. (By the way, it's legal noayt@bnighty God;

arerit you glad?)
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We are commanded in the Word of God to come before Him with thanksgivethtp extol Him with music and song.
(Psalm 95.2, 3) Various reasons are given throughout God’s Word: @aggaat God and the great King above all
gods; because of the grace given by Him through Jesus Christ; bechlisgererosity and the generosity of others
towards us; because of the supply of our needs; because of God’s goodnesd@relthiat endures forever; because
of His righteousness; because He is our strength and shield; be@asetoy make known among the nations what H
has done and proclaim that His Name is exalted; because ofddissps and commitments made to us; because in
whatever circumstance we find ourselves, God is with us an@®adss will for us.

God is faithful. He answers prayer. He delivers from troubtésis a covenant-keeping God who provides, protects,
pities our frame, empowers, preserves, pursues His enemiiesrtddstruction, and blesses His own.

% LD “Make u_ﬁ\j,:ﬁd' nofse untoe the Lord, all ye lands,
; 1 “Serve the Lovd with gladness:
come Ei:'ﬁ?ﬁ' his prisence with singing. '
“Know ye that the Lord he is God:
it is he that hath made us,
and not we ourselves; we are his me;ﬂ‘.
and the sheep of his pasture.
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,

and into his courts with pratse:

o be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

“For the .[;‘rrd' {5 ‘._q..mi.: fiis mercy is werﬁ:sr:’ng;
and his truth endureth to aﬂlﬁrun'ﬂhunf; )

E Psalm 100 #
E . g W — - #"" s

The first recorded song of thanksgiving to God by a human is a song of M&exduns 15.1-18. He sang unto the
LORD for He had triumphed gloriously. Moses declares, “The LORMy strength and song, and He is become my
salvation; He is my God and | will prepare Him a habitation; rtiyefidss God, and | will exalt Him. The LORD is a
man of war: the LORD is His Name. (Exodus 15.1-3) This song erapased by Moses and sung by him together
with the children of Israel after their deliverance from Phaewahatfter the parting of the waters. This song is a song
of triumph but also one of judgment upon God’s enemies and deliverance forggéogls.

Most of us consider the other song of Moses that is recorded in Deutgr82almd3. The heavens and earth stand a:
witness to the words of Moses’ mouth as He publishes the NameldDRP and ascribes greatness unto his God. Ir
it he calls God’s people to remembrance and reminds them of who @od kis ways. God is the Rock and judges
His people when they turn to other gods, another rock in whom to trust. v&ages the blood of His servants and
renders vengeance to His adversaries, and will be merciful untartdisand to His people.

This song was to be remembered. “And he said unto them, Set yousrurgarall the words which | testify among
you this day, which you shall command your children to observe to do, all tds wfathis law. For it is not a vain
thing for you; because it is your life: and through this thing you shall prolongdggsrin the land, whither you go
over Jordan to possess it.” (Deuteronomy 32.46, 47) By a prophet the Lord hspaghout of Egypt, and by a
prophet was he preserved. (Hosea 12.13)

The reason for this song was that God had revealed to Moses wigtingi$o befall the people of God after they
entered the land promised to them. (Deuteronomy 31.27-30) In the Word @feGxmirupt ourselves, but when we
turn to the Lord in true repentance, He restores. God Himdetfamse His people to return by humbling them,
chastening them, and turning their hearts to want to return to Hiathsr and as God.

Other songs of thanksgiving are recorded in the Word of Right off, | think of many songs of David, the sonc
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Deborah, and Mary’s song. Of import is the last song mentidhed,ong of Moses the servant of God and the sc
the Lamb, a song in Revelation 15.3, 4.

SONG OF MOSES AND THE LAMB

*"GREAT AND MARVELOUS ARE
YOUR DEEDS, LORD GOD
ALMIGHTY. JUST AND TRUE ARE
YOUR WAYS, KING OF THE AGES.

WHO WILL NOT FEAR YOU , O
LORD, AND BRING GLORY TO
YOUR NAME? FOR YOU ALONE
ARE HOLY. ALL NATIONS WILL
COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE
YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS
ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED."

REVELATION 15:3

This song was sung in heaven by those what had gotten the victory over thendeagtr his image and over his mark
and over the number of his name, those standing on the sea of glass hakargshef God. It is a song of
overcoming. After singing this song John Looked and “behold, the temple abmacle of the testimony in heaven
was opened. (Revelation 15.5)

This song joins the new song proclaiming the glory of the Lamb who wasasldiwho has redeemed us to God by
His Blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation. Worthy is theamvas slain to receive power
and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing. And eaterg aneheaven and on the earth
agreed.

Our songs of thanksgiving, therefore, will remember the work of Chrisst—peesent, and futurdhey will reflect on
His work as Creator and Redeemer. We are to extol Him in thairkg for creation, for salvation and sustenance,
and for our full redemption and glorious future.

We are to remember the LORD.
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